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Northern Palm Beach County Experimental Aircraft Association 

Chapter 203, Inc., May 2010 

Happenings . . . .  
By Joe Scaglione 

 

April Board Meeting 

 
The big news is that the 
meeting night has been 
changed to Wednesday.  
 
The April board meeting was 
held on Wednesday the 21st at 
Rick Golightly ’s Metro 
Embroidery  shop in Jupiter 
on Indiantown road. In 

attendance were President Bill  
Perry, Vice President Paul 
Hershorin, Treasurer Scott 
Curry , Event Coordinator 
Scott Thatcher, Young 
Eagles Coordinator Rick 
Golightly, and Secretary Joe 
Scaglione. 
 
After a very lively round of 
“social bull” was completed, 
the first order of business was 
brought up. Leases at the 
airport have been a constant 

(Continued on page 2) 

THE NEXT EAA CHAPTER 203 MEETING will be held at 
North County Airport in Jim Cook’s Palm Beach Avionics 
hangar at 7:30 PM on Wednesday, May 12th, 2009. Please Note: 
This is a change of date from Thursday to Wednesday. From 
the junction of the Beeline Highway (SR710) and PGA Blvd 
(SR786) go 2.6 miles NW; turn left at the airport sign, cross the 
train tracks. Follow the road to Jim’s hangar, which is on the 
left-hand side before you get to the FBO terminal. 
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subject for the board. As the 
County is so hard to do business 
with, we find ourselves always 
trying to keep abreast of their 
sporadic and anti-aviation 
escapades. This most recent 
round is that brought on by the 
upcoming bids for the FBO 
management. After going 
through several scenarios, the 
board has decided to just sit and 
wait to see what turns up. 
 
Next up, the board wants to 
remind everyone that the 
membership meetings are now 
held on the second Wednesday 
of every month. 
 
The feature for the May 
meeting will be Ken Tower 
again with the Mosquito 
helicopter. There was high 

interest in it when he was 
featured just a few months ago. 
He has made substantial 
progress on it, and would like to 
share it with us. 
 
We then moved on to the next 
subject which is May 15th, 
Aviation Day at the North 
County Airport. It is in 
coordination with AOPA's 
Learn To Fly Day. Participants 
will be the County, local 
business at the airport, and EAA 
Chapter 203. The flight schools 
will be selling rides to 
prospective students and thrill 
seekers. There will be static 
displays, and our role will be to 
offer Young Eagles rides and 
conduct a breakfast to raise 
funds for the Chapter. We will 
be serving from 8:00 AM to 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 



3 

10:00 AM. The breakfasts will 
consist of pancakes, sausage, 
and eggs. 
 
This is going to be a big 
undertaking for the Chapter, 
more so than the usual 
breakfasts. Because we will be 
required to provide escorts on 
the flight line, the board is 
putting out a special appeal to 
members to turn out for this 
one. We really need your help. 
 
The next order of business, 
the Treasurer’s report, was 
tied to the Aviation Day 
breakfast. As of the meeting, 
the balance in the bank was 
$11,010.00 after Scott Curry  
paid all April’s bills. He 
reports that in January 2009 
we started with a balance of 
$16,500 and the year ended 
with a balance of $13,400. 
The funds are depleting very 
fast. We did not have any big 
donations last year. Also the 

board wants to again remind 
all that we have the motor-
glider and the sailboat for 
sale. Please mention it to 
people to try to generate a 
sale. We depend on this 
because the dues do not 
susta in the Chapter ’s 
activities. 
 
 Last on the agenda is that 
Scott Curry  will be going 
through the hangar to 
determine what to get rid of. It 
has been decided to give the 
half-VW engine to Paul 
Hershorin for the BASA 
programs Bobcat 
project. 
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Truth is stranger than fiction  
 

 
 

Fighter jet in cornfield ...1970, while assigned to the 71st 
FIS at Malmstrom AFB, Montana, and its pilot ejected during 

an in-flight emergency. 
 

The pilot somehow got himself into a flat spin -- considered 
generally unrecoverable in an F-106 and he did what the 

flight handbook said to do -- get out of it, i.e., eject. 
 

(Continued on page 5) 



5 

After the pilot did just that, 58-0787 recovered itself from 
this "unrecoverable" situation. In a vain attempt to break 
the spin, the pilot had lowered half flaps, rolled in takeoff 
trim, and throttled the engine back to an approach power 

setting. 
 

After the ejection, the aircraft recovered from the spin on 
its own, and established a wings level low rate descent 

under reduced power to the ground.  Ground effect broke 
its rate of descent, and it settled into a near-perfect gentle 

belly landing in a farmer's snow-covered cornfield. 
 

When the local sheriff came upon the scene, the engine 
was still running.  The aircraft was situated on a slight 

incline, and was creeping forward slowly under the thrust 
of its still-running engine, as the snow compressed to ice 
under it.  Concerned about where it might be headed, the 
sheriff didn't think he could wait for the recovery team to 
get there from Malstrom which was about 50 miles away; 
so he got himself connected to the aircraft's squadron for 

engine shut down instructions before he entered the 
cockpit to secure the engine. 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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The attached photos show pretty much what the sheri ff 
beheld on that fateful day. A depot team from McCle llan AFB 

recovered the aircraft and it was eventually return ed to 
service.  When the 71st FIS was disbanded in 1971, 58-0787, 

now famously known as the "Cornfield Bomber, was 
transferred to the 49th FIS, where it finished out its 

operational service life. 
 

Pilots of the 49th FIS would occasionally run into ex-71st 
FIS guys at William Tell and rag them unmercifully about the 

"emergency" so dire that the plane landed itself. 
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58-0787 is now on permanent display in its 49th FIS  markings 
at the USAF Museum at Wright Patterson AFB, where i ts story 

is told in the exhibit. 
 

While the 49th FIS Eagle jocks are reportedly glad to see their 
squadron immortalized in this way for millions to s ee, they 
would prefer to see it made more clear that it was the 71st, 

and not one of theirs, who jumped out of this perfe ctly good 
aircraft. 

 

 

Thanks to Maurice Cohen for this interesting articl e. 
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Sport Pilot & Private Pilot Ground School�

1. A state of temporary confusion resulting from misleading information being 
sent to the brain by various sensory organs is defined as 

 
A. spatial disorientation.  
B. hypoxia.  
C. hyperventilation.  

 
2, Time-critical information on airports and changes that affect the national 

airspace system are provided by 
 
A. Notices to Airmen (NOTAMS).  
B. The Airport/Facilities Directory (A/FD).  
C. Advisory Circulars (ACs).  

 
3. Problems caused by overloading an aircraft include 
 

A. reduced climb rate, excessive structural loads, and shortened cruising 
range.  

B. increased service ceiling, increased angle of climb, and increased 
cruising speed.  

C. slower takeoff speed, increased maneuverability, and shorter takeoff 
roll.  

 
4. What is an important airspeed limitation that is not color coded on airspeed 

indicators? 
 
A. Never-exceed speed.  
B. Maneuvering speed.  
C. Maximum structural cruising speed.  

 
 (Answers are on pages eight and nine.) 
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Sport Pilot & Private Pilot Ground School�

1. Answer A is correct. 
 
The Aeronautical Information Manual, paragraph 8-1-5 states: 
 
Many different illusions can be experienced in flight. Some can lead to spatial 
disorientation. Others can lead to landing errors. Illusions rank among the most 
common factors cited as contributing to fatal aircraft accidents.  
 
Various complex motions and forces and certain visual scenes encountered in flight 
can create illusions of motion and position. Spatial disorientation from these illusions 
can be prevented only by visual reference to reliable, fixed points on the ground or to 
flight instruments. 
 
Reference: AIM 8-1-5  
 
2. Answer A is correct. 
 
Notice to Airmen (NOTAM) System  
 
Time-critical aeronautical information which is of either a temporary nature or not 
sufficiently known in advance to permit publication on aeronautical charts or in other 
operational publications receives immediate dissemination via the National NOTAM 
System.  
 
NOTAM information is that aeronautical information that could affect a pilot's 
decision to make a flight. It includes such information as airport or primary runway 
closures, changes in the status of navigational aids, ILSs, radar service availability, 
and other information essential to planned en route, terminal, or landing operations.  
 
NOTAM information is transmitted using standard contractions to reduce 
transmission time.  
 
Reference: Aeronautical Information Manual  
 

(Continued on page 10) 
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3. Answer A is correct. 
 
FAA-H-8083-1 tells us: 
 
Most modern aircraft are so designed that if all seats are occupied, all baggage allowed by the 
baggage compartment structure is carried, and all of the fuel tanks are full, the aircraft will be 
grossly overloaded. This type of design gives the pilot a great deal of latitude in loading the 
aircraft for a particular flight. If maximum range is required, occupants or baggage must be 
left behind, or if the maximum load must be carried, the range, dictated by the amount of fuel 
on board, must be reduced.  
 
Some of the problems caused by overloading an aircraft are: 
 

The aircraft will need a higher takeoff speed, which results in a longer takeoff run.  
Both the rate and angle of climb will be reduced.  
The service ceiling will be lowered.  
The cruising speed will be reduced.  
The cruising range will be shortened.  
Maneuverability will be decreased.  
A longer landing roll will be required because the landing speed will be higher.  
Excessive loads will be imposed on the structure, especially the landing gear. 
 

The POH or AFM includes tables or charts that give the pilot an indication of the 
performance expected for any gross weight. An important part of careful preflight planning 
includes a check of these charts to determine the aircraft is loaded so the proposed flight can 
be safely made. 
 
Reference: FAA-H-8083-1  
 
4. Answer B is correct. 
 
Maneuvering speed is not color-coded on airspeed indicators. Never exceed speed is 
indicated by the red radial line on the airspeed indicator. Maximum structural cruising speed 
is indicated by the top of the green arc.  
 
Maneuvering speed is defined as the maximum speed at which the airplane controls can be 
moved through their full range of deflection without incurring structural damage due to 
excessive loads on the aircraft.  
 
Reference: FAA Subject Code: H931 - Pitot-Static Flight Instruments - 
(refer to Flight Instruments.)  

(Continued from page 9) 
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Other Stuff  EAA Chapter 203 

Board of Directors Meeting 
 
Please contact President Bill Perry for 
time and place of the May Board 
meeting. 
 

Editor's Report 
 

May 2010 Newsletter:  
66 Email Notifications Transmitted 
 

Membership 
 

34 Current Paid Members 
04 Honorary Members 
 

Advertising 
 
Two and one-half column-inches costs 
$5.00 per month. A half-page ad is 
$15.00 per issue. Digital artwork or 
photos are preferred. Contact the editor 
for further details. 
 
Chapter 203 members with email 
addresses on file will receive email 
notification of the link to the on-line 
“Hangar Talk”. Send your email address 
to the editor at sailair@alwin1.com, 561-
427-4538 (cell phone), or 638 N US 
Hwy 1, #153, Tequesta, FL 33469. 
 

Disclaimer 
 
The content of this newsletter is 
provided for entertainment only. No 
claim is made, nor assurance given, for 
the accuracy of material presented, nor 
do we verify anything before we print it. 
Send rumors. 

President Bill Perry 
Vice President Paul Hershorin 
Secretary Joe Scaglione 
Treasurer Scott Curry 
Program Director Scott Thatcher 
Membership Chair Steve Sinclair 
Young Eagles Rick Golightly 
Librarian Ana Scaglione 
501(C)3 Coordinator Scott Curry 
Newsletter Orville Alwin 
 

TECH COUNSELORS 
  
Composite and FWF Bill Perry 
All Except Composite Craig Wilcox 
All Sherman Corning 
 

MEETINGS 
 
The Chapter normally meets monthly at 7:30 
PM on the second Wednesday  of each month 
at the North County Airport spare conference 
room. Guests are welcome to attend two 
meetings, but are expected to join the Chapter 
at the third. Dues are $30.00 per year. 
 

NOTICE 
 
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION 
AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE 
OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF 
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL 
FREE 800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE. 
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY 
ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL,  OR 
RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 
 

NEWSLETTER 
 
Contributions need to be in the editor's hands 
by the last Thursday of the month, unless the 
moon is full, in which case the deadline is the 
Sunday preceding the third Thursday prior to 
the next scheduled meeting.  Be an author! 
Send us something! 


